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 EMBRACE BECAUSE YOU MATTER

Your Life Matters
By Traci Vanderbush

 As our world continues to face the uncertainties of a pandemic, perhaps
you’ve experienced moments of anxiety and fear that left you feeling
insignificant or alone. Embrace Celebration wants you to know that your
life matters and that you are not alone. When trauma and fear abound,
people often respond to one another incorrectly. We humans tend to
practice guilt and blame when we’re desperate to fix things that are out
of our control; this leads to depression and anxiety that clouds our
vision for a positive future. But the truth is that good things are
happening amid difficult times, and your life is valuable. You are needed
in this world! Embrace Celebration counts it an honor to lift people up,
reignite and refresh them to take steps into the next chapter of their
journey.

Many of you have made it possible for families to find hope once again.
Your partnership with Embrace has moved men, women, and children
from living on the streets, in cars, or in dilapidated hotels, into safe
places where they can catch their breath and find purpose. 



When everything seemed utterly hopeless, our community banded
together to provide food, money, clothing, and other resources. We’ve
joined with multiple organizations to open doors to rental assistance,
food banks, and more. In the month of July, Embrace helped a family of
five, a family of seven, and a family of three move into the Coalition for
the Homeless! We also supported them with emergency hotel stays
during the transition. 

Throughout this unpredictable season in our country, suicide rates
have risen. Thankfully, we have been able to show people that their
lives truly matter. You have assisted with this, not only through physical
help, but also by building up their hearts, minds, and spirits. Embrace
joined with Commissioner Peggy Choudhry in an anti-bullying campaign
in which the youth of Celebration gathered to write notes of
encouragement in special notebooks that will be passed out to
students as they walk into a new school year. These simple notes can
be life-saving to kids who live in dire environments. If you would like to
donate notebooks for this cause or even write a letter to a child, 
please contact Bettina at embrace.celebration@yahoo.com.

    Embrace also delivers children’s books along with food. We invite the
children to gather each week to share about the stories they’ve read. As
a prize for reading, they are given the opportunity to choose a gift from
our treasure box. For those unable to read, parents can read the books
to their children. This has created a time of bonding and learning! We
are so grateful for the positive things that are taking place and we are
thankful for your involvement. Every little bit helps! 

Please stay connected with us through our Facebook page, Embrace
Celebration, for information on upcoming events and opportunities to
volunteer. We are excited to host a community gathering at Town Hall
on September 20th from 6:30-8:00pm. We will have a guest speaker
and entertainment for everyone. We’ll see you there!
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